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Abstract

The study aims to build a framework of competencies for external auditors and use it as a tool
to assess the suitability of accounting education to the labor market requirements. The first
phase of the study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach using a directed qualitative content
analysis method to analyze previous literature and reports from international bodies and
organizations to specify the required competencies. Then, review the proposed framework by
specialized academics and professionals. The resulted framework consists of 66 competencies
divided into three sections: professional competencies, administrative competencies, and
personal competencies. The second phase uses the case study method by comparing the
framework to course syllabuses and the study plan of the bachelor’s Program in the
accounting department at King Abdulaziz University in Saudi Arabia. The results indicate that
89% of the competencies are available in the program. The study also presents a set of
recommendations, including using the proposed framework when designing and developing
accounting educational programs to enhance their suitability to the requirements of the labor
market.
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